
MIKE BARBER
Canwest News Service

Toyota Canada Inc.
recalled about 1,500 Toy-
ota Sequoia sport utility
vehicles yesterday in
addition to another 50,000
in the United States, due
to a possible fault in the
stability system that could
impede the car’s accelera-
tion.

In the latest of a series
of safety recalls, the
Japanese automaker said
Sequoias from the 2003
model year should be
taken to a Toyota dealer to
receive a software
upgrade for the car’s
Vehicle Stability Control
system, which helps
control loss of traction in
turns due to tire slippage.

Without the upgrade,
the system can malfunc-
tion by kicking in as a

vehicle speeds up from a
stop, causing the vehicle
to accelerate slower than
a driver might anticipate.

No reports of injuries
or collisions in Canada
have been linked to the
Sequoias, Toyota said.
Owners of affected
Sequoias will be contacted
by mail by the end of May,
it said.

In the U.S., some own-
ers have alleged that vehi-
cles were almost struck in
traffic because of the
accelerator response
problems, according to a
National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration
investigation begun in late
2008.

The company said its
decision on the Sequoia
was consistent with
efforts to respond more
aggressively to owner
complaints following the

U.S. government’s criti-
cism of its handling of
major Toyota and Lexus
recalls since October.

Toyota has had to recall
nearly 10 million vehicles
worldwide for a number
of safety concerns, includ-
ing faulty accelerator
pedals, defective anti-lock
brakes and frame corro-
sion.

Last week, Toyota
recalled 9,400 2010 Lexus
GX 460s in the United
States and Canada to fix
stability software that
posed a rollover risk to
the sport utility vehicles.

The company was also
fined $16.4 million by the
U.S. government last
week for not responding
quickly enough to safety
concerns.

Richard Cooper, a vice-
president and chief auto
consultant at J.D. Power
and Associates, said the
most recent recalls seem
to be“more preventative
than anything else.”

“These [recalls] are not

unusual for the industry,”
said Cooper. 

“Because it’s Toyota,
it’s getting a lot of public-
ity right now. Toyota’s
erring on the side of being
very, very transparent at
the moment.”

Cooper said Toyota’s
reputation for 40 years of
being a reliable and safe
automaker hasn’t evapo-
rated due to the recalls.
But as far as how con-
sumers perceive Toyota,
Cooper said April’s sales
figures will judge the

company’s response to the
setbacks.

On Monday, Toyota
announced worldwide
sales figures from March,
showing the company sold
26.3 per cent more vehi-
cles in 2010 than the year
previous.

“That’s the ultimate
test of what consumers
are thinking,” Cooper
said. 

“The company still has
a strong image, and the
product is still good.”
— With files from Reuters
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Denford wins lifetime award

Times Colonist

Despite a recession that
eroded bottom lines and
workforces across the
capital, the business com-
munity was out in force
last night to recognize
local entrepreneurs and
business leaders for their
dedication, hard work and
achievements.

Gordon Denford, one of
Greater Victoria’s most
prolific builders and a tire-
less community supporter
who’s endured his share of
economic downturns over
a career that’s spanned
almost six decades, shared
the spotlight with young

entrepreneurs and innova-
tive businesses during the
Greater Victoria Chamber
of Commerce annual busi-
ness awards.

Denford, 83, received
the Governor’s Lifetime
Achievement Award to a
thunderous applause from
a sellout crowd of 300 at
the Fairmont Empress
Crystal Ballroom.

David Marshall, acting
chamber chairman, noted
that winners, nominees and
the entire business commu-
nity could all share some of
the attention after a trying
year in business.

“It is fantastic to recog-
nize and celebrate the

hard work and success of
the business people in our
community, said Mar-
shall. “After what was
likely the hardest year in
business that many can
remember, a time to
applaud those who have

made such great contribu-
tions to our community is
well-warranted.”

City Green Solutions
Society, an enterprising
non-profit with a mission
to lead British
Columbians in finding
innovative home and
building energy effi-
ciency solutions, was a
double winner with
awards for innovation and
business of the year in the
26-75 employee category.

The winners included:
■ New Business: Sterling
Financial 
■ Outstanding Customer
Service: Rental Owners &
Managers Society of
British Columbia
■ Innovation: City Green
Solutions Society
■ Employer of the Year:
Chemistry Consulting

Group Inc.
■ Business of the Year (1-
10 employees): Cedar-
wood Productions Inc.
■ Business of the Year
(11-25 employees): Ruffell
& Brown Interiors
■ Business of the Year
(26-75 employees): City
Green Solutions Society
■ Business of the Year
(76+ employees): Scott
Plastics Ltd. 
■ Employee of the Year:
Lisa Brideson, Inn at Lau-
rel Point
■ Business Leadership:
Page One Publishing Inc.
■ Young Entrepreneur of
the Year: Jeremy Wilson,
AdrenaLine Zipline
Adventure Tours
■ Business Person of the
Year: Tim Cormode,
Power To Be Adventure
Therapy

Greater Victoria Chamber honours
entrepreneurs, business leaders

BRUCE STOTESBURY, TC
Gordon Denford’s career
has spanned nearly six
decades.

Syncrude
conviction
‘would doom’
oilsands
Canwest News Service

ST. ALBERT, Alta. — Syncrude told a
provincial court judge yesterday
that the oilsands industry will be
“doomed” if it is convicted of a
crime as a result of birds landing on
its tailings pond.

Syncrude lawyer Robert White
said federal and provincial charges
related to the 2008 death of more
than 1,600 ducks on its Aurora set-
tling basin should be dismissed
because the oilsands giant had a per-
mit to operate the pond and requires
it for the extraction of bitumen.

“If therefore Syncrude is guilty
of this crime the government is
complicit and the industry is
doomed,” he told Provincial Court
Judge Ken Tjosvold in the ninth
week on the trial.

White said the industry is
“alarmed” by the charges because
oilsands producers require settling
basins to operate and won’t know
where it stands if Syncrude is con-
victed.

“The oilsands industry will have
to decide, one, what good is a per-
mit and, two, can we risk continuing
to operate knowing that one of the
companies in the industry has been
convicted of a crime for doing so?”
White said.

But provincial Crown prosecutor
Susan McRory told reporters the
defence against the charges is hav-
ing an adequate bird deterrent pro-
gram to keep birds from landing on
tailings ponds.

Toyota issues recall for Sequoias
SUV’s vehicle stability system 
could cause slower acceleration

CL
A

SS
IF

IE
D

 >
25

0-
38

6-
21

21

“ Building Investors Wealth for over a Decade”

www.carevest.com

For information 
please call:

250-383-6761
1-877-847-6797

+9%returns up to

THE INCOME
ALTERNATIVE

Real Estate Secured Investments
Registered Fund Eligible
Monthly Income or Compounding
Geographically Diverse

This advertisement does not constitute a solicitation or an offer to 
purchase securities, which is being made under an Offering 
Memorandum available from our offices.  There are risks associated 
with this investment and mortgage investments.  Investment in our 
MIC’s is not guaranteed or secured against company assets and there 
is no assurance that the historical yield shown will be representative 
of the yields that can or will be obtained in the future.  

CAREVEST MORTGAGE INVESTMENT CORPORATIONS

With offers* like these,**

this† is an†† event that 
you‡ can’tπ afford to miss.Ω 
Even our legal department thinks so.***

For a limited time, we’re offering all kinds 

of great deals on many of our models. So 

all you have to do is pick out the Audi of 

your dreams and then decide whether you 

want to lease, finance, or pay straight up 

cash. Our lawyers have figured out the rest. 

www.audi.ca

The Audi

INCREDIBLY

SIMPLE
SALES
EVENT

Hurry, this off er ends March 31

$0 
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4.9% 
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FIRST 

MONTH’S

PAYMENT

SECURITY
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FINANCE 

AND LEASE 

RATES AS 

LOW AS

On select models◊

INSERT DEALERSHIP INFORMATION HERE
Note: Dotted line does not print.

Legal note: This legal is FPO and is an example of how Sales Event legal is being addressed for national standards/application. 
Please modify the legal disclaimer and fi gures/pricing/calculations contained in the creative, to refl ect the 

Provincial pricing/legal advertising standards that apply to your own dealership.

Audi A3 2.0 TFSI quattro®

 Hurry, this offer ends April 30

 *By “offers” we mean “sweet deals that you’ll physically kick yourself for not getting in on.” **Als o refers to the amazing offers we just talked about after that first asterisk. † Pretty self-explana tory. †† “an” is an indefinite article preceding a vowel. ‡ Why, 
 “you” is the person reading this ad right now, silly.     Of course you ARE legally allowed to miss it, under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom.     Should you try to take advantage of said deals after April 30, 2010, it is our professional opinion  that you 
 will be disappointed. ***Our lawyers have crunched the numbers, re-crunched the numbers, then had th em looked over by other lawyers and have determined with 99% accuracy that it would be in your best  interests not to miss this event. © 2010 Audi 
 Canada. Offers end April 30, 2010 and are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Must tak e delivery by April 30, 2010. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Vehicle selection is subject to a vailability. Visit your dealer for details.      Finance and lease 
 rates start at 2.9%. These offers are valid on all 2010 Audi A3, A4/S4, A5/S5 coupe and cabriolet, A 6/S6, A8, TT/TTS coupe and roadster models. Offers not valid on 2010 Audi Q5, Q7, R8 V8 and V10 mode ls. $0 security deposit and $0 first monthly payment up 
 to a maximum of $850 for the A3, $1,000 for the A4 and TT, $1,200 for the A5, $1,500 for the S4, S5,  A6 and TTS, and $2,000 for the S6 and A8 (taxes included – no cash value).    ¤ Limited time finance and lease offers available through Audi Finance on 
 approved credit. If you were to finance a 2010 Audi A3 2.0 TFSI quattro with MSRP of $38,895 at 4.9%  APR for 72 months, you would make payments of $562 per month with $0 first monthly payment (up to $ 1,500) and $0 security deposit (taxes included – 
 no cash value). Dealer may sell for less. A $3,890 down payment or equivalent trade-in, $1,995 for f reight and PDI, are due upon signing. The total finance obligation, then, would be $43,801, and the  cost of borrowing would be $4,906. If you were to lease a 
 2010 Audi A3 2.0 TFSI quattro with MSRP of $38,895 at 4.9% APR for 36 months, you would make payment s of $523 per month with $0 fi rst monthly payment (up to $1,500) and $0 security deposit (taxes inc luded – no cash value). Dealer may lease for less. 
 A $3,890 down payment or equivalent trade-in, $1,995 for freight and PDI, are due at lease inception . The total lease obligation, then, would be $22,206. You’ll get a 16,000 / year kilometre allowance . A charge up to $0.35 / km for excess kilometres will 
 apply, and varies depending on vehicle. Whether you finance or lease, PPSA, license, insurance, regi stration, any dealer or other charges, options and other applicable taxes are extra. European model  shown with optional equipment that may not be available 
 at the time of purchase. “Audi”, “A3”, “quattro”, “Vorsprung durch Technik”, and the four rings embl em are registered trademarks of AUDI AG. To find out more about Audi, visit your Audi dealer, call 1 -800-FOR AUDI or visit us at www.audi.ca
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